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Ethical Action Plan (500-750 words)*

This document is a chance for you to begin shaping your project while thinking through its ethical considerations, implications, and responsibilities. We know this might feel early in your action research journey, but this short plan is here to help pin down your ideas and work-in-progress. 

Use whatever writing format that suits you - lists, bullet points, statements or paragraphs - and follow the suggested links stated alongside some of the questions for guidance. 

A good starting point is the BERA Guidelines for Educational Research, fifth edition (2024) alongside the ‘Ethics Files and Resources’ on Moodle. 

When you’re ready, email your draft to your allocated tutor 48 hours in advance of you first group tutorial in the week commencing 6 October 2025, so it can help guide the focus of discussions and support your project development. 

Name: Ian Holmes

Tutor: John O’Reilly/ Andrew Slatter

Date: 03/10/2025

	1. What is the working title of your project? Also write a few sentences about the focus of your project.

Making Languages visible in the Language Development classroom.

My research aims are to explore how creating opportunities to visualize and talk about L1 language (using English as a mediator) can affect students’ thoughts and feelings about 

· social and cultural inclusivity in the classroom 
· the cognitive process of translanguaging - especially versus machine translation
· the understanding/empathy of other students

From a social justice perspective - the project aims to examine the power balance of language classroom between the (colonial) English – and fostering peer collaboration, empathy and enquiry in communication.

Here is a link to the project proposal (the Inclusive Practices Unit): 

https://pgcertianholmes2025.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2025/07/15/intervention-reflective-report_-fostering-inclusivity-in-the-international-multi-lingual-multi-cultural-university-space/



	2. What sources will you read or reference? Share 5 to 10.


Bera (2024) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fifth edition Available at:
https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online (Accessed on 26/09.2025)

Converse, J.M., and Presser, S. (2011 [1986]) ‘The Tools at Hand 
In: Survey Questions,’ Sage Research Methods pp. 48-75

CE- Council of Europe (2025) ‘Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR): Mediation. ‘Available at https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/mediation (Accessed on 25/05/25)  

Fantini, A.E. (1989) ‘Language and Worldview’ Journal of Bahá’í Studies Vol. 2-2: this paper was presented in Ottawa, October 7–10, 1988, at the Association’s Thirteenth Annual Conference, “Towards a Global Civilization.”

Friere, P. (2005) Pedagogy of the Opressed: 30th Anniversary Edition, (Originally published 1970): New York: Continuum

García, O. (2009) ‘Education, multilingualism and translanguaging in the 21st century.’ In: Ajit Mohanty, Minati Panda, Robert  Phillipson and Tove Skutnabb-Kangas (eds). Multilingual Education for Social Justice: Globalising the local. New Delhi: Orient Blackswan, pp. 128-145   

Jackson, J. (ed) (2020) The Routledge Handbook of Language and Intercultural Communication Second Edition, London: Taylor & Francis Group

Odenayi, V. (n.d.) Reimagining Conversations Available at: 
https://www.arts.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/359339/Reimagining-Conversations_FINAL.pdf (Accessed on 26.09.2025)

Ponorac, J. (2022) ‘Culture and Language,’ Available at: https://epale.ec.europa.eu/en/blog/culture-and-language#:~:text=The%20relationship%20between%20language%20and,of%20identifying%20language%20and%20culture (Accessed on 25/05/25)  

Saunders, M.N.K., Thornhill, P., and Lewis, A. (2023) Research Methods for Business Students: Ninth Edition. Harlow: Pearson










	3. What action(s) are you planning to take, and are they realistic in the time you have (Sept-Dec)?


Stage 1. 

Inform Course Leaders (and Language Development Line Managers) –	Comment by John O'Reilly: It is also useful to get formal consent processes, even for your own protection. Have CLs been emailing  you Ian? 

Make explicit within class before the activities – as a ‘teachable moment’ re – research and flipped classroom i.e. students are teaching us about their language.

Classroom Activities – experiments with difference in visual (textual) and phonological form 

1. students co-produce translations on paper (annotations in English) – the classroom aim here is to provide an opportunity for cross-cultural/lingual communication and cognition – product an artefact involving two or more languages 	Comment by John O'Reilly: Ass you say this is just part of the classroom/teaching  activity in anyway. 
2. self (selected) students write up translations on WB – discuss the language 

      
Stage 2. Expanding on the creation of a multilingual artefact. Reflecting on the initial – translation tasks and the outcomes of these activities – Teacher/ Researcher will design extended task for creation of media/ artefact (possibly a Zine). 	Comment by John O'Reilly: What kind of permission might you need for the artefact, for its further use? I guess the participating students are credited 

The (multi) cultural product/ artefact will be used as part of the research presentation.	Comment by John O'Reilly: There is a version of this project where you do the analysis of the artefact, reflect on its value and the experience of doing it, then plan next steps...Stage 3 then is research after Christmas or on the MA or a paper

Stage 3. Qualitative Research 

Design Interview Questions for semi structured interviews/ or Design Survey Questions 	Comment by John O'Reilly: Would love to see a sample of the questions, maybe they are part of the tutorial too to get feedback.

Call for participants form attendees to the Language Development classes both L1 and L2 Speakers of English – formalize permissions (ethical) with participants for research purposes –

The questions will be designed to gain insights into how included – motivated students feel through these activities and how effective they feel that this approach is in developing real world communication skills and empathy for students who speak another language to their own



	4. Who will be involved, and in what way? (e.g. colleagues, students, local community…). Note, if any of your participants will be under the age years of 18yrs, please seek further advice from your tutor.

Students in Language Development Classes for Masters and PG Diploma level Fashion Business Students at London College of Fashion

*All Students will be over the age of 18





	5. What are the health & safety concerns, and how will you prepare for them?

· https://canvas.arts.ac.uk/sites/explore/SitePage/42587/health-and-safety-hub 
· https://canvas.arts.ac.uk/sites/explore/SitePage/45761/health-and-safety-policies-and-standards 

There are no health and safety concerns regarding these interventions, or for any of the primary data gathering, that would fall outside of the duty of care that can be expected in respect of the teacher- student relationship and classroom management. 






	6. How will you manage and protect any physical and / or digital data you collect, including the data of people involved?

· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#consent
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#privacy-data-storage 


Any photographs or copies of written produced work will be documented as to the producers, and these participants will then be contacted regarding usage – however, there will be no requirement for student’s faces to be used in any photographic documentation, likewise any written work that is used in the presentation of the intervention in the study will be anonymized. 	Comment by John O'Reilly: Note some thoughts on the storage, the length of time etc

Any information gathered through interview will be anonymized. 

Any digital tools that are used to gather information via questionnaire will be designed/ set to anonymize the identity of the of participants. 

Any quantitative data that is used – for example attendance/ retainment – will be based numerically only and will not use the identities of students on registers. 




	7. How will you take ethics into account in your project for participants and / or yourself?

· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#responsibilities-participants 
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#responsibilities-sponsors 
· https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-fifth-edition-2024-online#responsibilities-wellbeing 
· See Emotionally Demanding Research PDF on Moodle


At each stage of the intervention and research program I aim to ensure transparency and clarity for the students/ participants regarding the purpose, scope, and practical considerations of the action research program: 

Before engaging students with the intervention – I have embedded the following slides to introduce the project – and contextualize it within the vocabulary focus activity – as highlighted: 

What do these words mean?

How would you explain them to someone else? 

What type of words are they? (noun, verb, adjective, adverb?)
 
Can you put them into a sentence? (post your sentence on the Padlet) 

How do you say them in your language?
 
How do you write them in your language?  

Action Research Slides.pptx

Before introducing this to students, I have cleared this with course leaders for each student cohort. I have also received clearance from my own line management team at Language Centre. Please see email with PG Cert tutors John O’Reily and Andrew Slatter cc’d

At each stage of the intervention and data gathering – I will use this mode to communicate what has happened – what is happening and what will happen next. 




* The form itself is around 300 words, so with your additions the total length will come to a maximum of about 1,050 words.
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